P“% DISTRESS IN EAST LONDON.
e
! TO THE BDITOR OF THE TIMES.

Sir,—~The distress at the East:end affectaso many thou-
sands of our countrymen, that I trust you will allow me to
give some nocount of {t:in your columns, and to discuss the.
question whether pﬁm benevolence ought to bs called
. upon to aid in ita relief, or whether it should be laft entirely
to the State, The statistics which I shall use are drawn
from official sources, and the other facts have been collected
by myself iw personal visits to the distressed districts, and
by inquiry from house to house.

L. East London is a term which everybody knows, but of
which few have a very distinct ides. The distressed dis-

trict known h_' that name is an irregular square, containing
about seven lqua.ra miles, on the north of the Thames, ex- |
tending along the river from the Tower of London to tho
Isle of Dogs, and bounded on the north by the Regent’s-
osnal from Gray’s-inn-lane to Viotoris-park. Near the oity
it is full of narrow streets and ecrowded buildings ; mnearer |
the suburbs it expands into wider roadways and neater lines :
of houses. By the river it includes the docks with their wide
sheets of water, their lofty warebouses, and their shipping ;

1 andit isstudded with iron works, timberyards,mgar refineries, .

and tall-chimneyed manufactories of every species. It com-
prises Clerkenwell, Bhoreditch, Bathnal-green, Whitechapel,
St. George’s-in-tho-East, Stepney, Mile-snd Old Town, and |
Poplar. Its population is 636,000 ; being twice as great as
that of Manchester, and equal to the combined imhabitants
of Leeds, Sheffield, Bradford, Halifax, and Huddersfield.
The vastoess of its industry will be evident from the fact
that the engine and machine-makers, shipwrights, mast and
sailmakers, and carpenters’ numbered in 1861 wmore than
12,000 adult men, or & population, inciuding women and
children, of 50,000. . The tailors, shoemakers, and cabinet-
makers were nearly 16,000 adult males,showing a population,
including women and children, of nearly 65,000. The
dockyard and other unskilled labourers amounted to more |
than 18,000 adult males, giving & population, including
women and ohildren, of mote than 70,000. For some years.
pravious to 1866 all this population was in & state of pro-
sperity, earning high wages, the sriisans 35s. to 40s. & week
for about 40.weeks in the year, and the labourers less than
half that sum. The artisan families ccoupied two oreven-three
rooms at rents of Ge. to 9s. a week, had good furniture and
olothing, and lived well. There was a large influx of work-
1 men, a great deal of building, and a continual increase of the
popu.la.tion,

'II. Iu the, spring of 1866 the conclusion of the A.mencan
war stopped ' the shipbuilding trade. The commercial
disasters that followed the fall of cotton and the financial
-orisis broke up a large number of other establishments. The
majority of the workmen were dismissed. Building stopped,
the small tradesmen were ruined, and almost svery kind o,
employment, such as oarpentering, tailoring, shosmakingf
‘and the like, came o a standstill, The distress last winter
' 'was severe, and was relieved by publio subscriptions. The
: summer gave no increase of work, the hop-picking and har-
' vesting were unusaally unprodaoctive, and the population is

now at the commencement of a second winter with ita re-

w



sources entirely exhausted. The continued decrease of
einploymeidt may be judged from the fact that
the men at work for the eight prinaipal firms at Mill. !
wall on the 3ist of October, 1866, were 6,170; but
that on the 31st of Ootober, 1867, the number was reduced
10 3,450 ; while, empt in the oase of ove firm, there is no
. present praspeot of increase. But the returns of paupers
; are still more significant.” The mkhouia have been full
during thei whole time. The out-door Felief has inorensed
in the méx unions in an alarming proportion. On the 30th

was 13,8743 on the 30th of Novamnber, 1866, it ross to
20,665 ; ou the 30th of November, 1867, it was 24,163. Mr.
Sclater Booth. the Seoretary of t| 'PoonLaw Board, stated
in the House of Carpmona last Fnada'y “ he was sorry to
say that ths distress wax now rathér tpon the increase,
and sesmed to have reached & better olass of people than
those ordinarily inreceipt of relief from the rates.”.

Penonalvln‘}.\lm oqufirms the truth of these statements,

the ,

 of Limehouse or Popl“u- or anywhere in
jod portions of the district ; sk the olergy
f;" ask the eniployers ot]kbour it is always
- There is very great. ﬂiztmu there is
: M“‘ﬂn better slass of workmen hawo pawned

wellings, Before us stands a

1l s of % itories, ompied by work-
Instead of VW6 61 thves rooms a family hss
MM The room is clean and tidy, but there
b Sarhiture:~ A broken ohair, & small ricketty
ablo,.and’ & ‘bodstend .are gll it ocontains.  Lift
' ooyerlzt, mdihere sre no bhnﬁatu. Look at the
Jﬁmghoe, qnd thorem no ool.h. Inqmre of the wife
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this she'has pawned hei petticoatl’ Examine the ohildren ;
thay are: shoeless thd in rags. ' #p¥ for the food ; they have

husb;nd hesgot.a day last: week, and another day the weok
crs, aad w0 ¢ fox, mond salp

in pawnﬁekeh. The sarge ox : , with varyiog details,
and with more or less resources from work or the parish,
will meet you alldown the stréet. Half the shops ure shut '
up. Retam after M and ﬂvo-dxﬂu of the win&mr- &re ;
-unlighted.

II1, The Poog. Imr fGusrdisns are axm-ting themselves

vigorously to relieve the distress, and, so far as I could |

ascertain, on the folIowing system 1—They meet once a week
to meiva applidants, when they hear the cases one by one
and direot the rélief tobe givoer. -As the number uttendmg
is Iarge; this prooess ocoupiss some hours. ‘The relief varies
in different parishes, biit is on something like the following
.acale :~~An able-bodied man must work iy the stone-yard
and break five bushels of stones during the day, or must
pick an oquivulmxt qmntxty of pakum, He then receives
| 6d. per day and an allowance of bread varyidg with the

‘number of hif ohildren. ¥or a wife and two ohildren he
. reckives & anaum loaf daily ; for awife and six ohil-
dren eight quarteri loaves per wuk. Insone places he has
is. snd. & quariern loaf pex child pex week instead of the

8ick persons have meat and wine in addition,
is ordetod by the ddcﬂor’t Bat all mast eom: gr

anq no &

of November,1885 (before the distress), $ha number relieved

M ap vednged . to starvation.” . Walk -
B WIh.9 arson acquainted with tho in-

if she hasd 'enough’ clpbhing, and it will probably be found’

 had part of aloal*ands fow sprata. Ask, sbous work ; the
wealth is

dafly wage and sllewance. . Widows have 6d, .per day.
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'| send for their allowance once or oftéuer & weak, at times ap-

'| pointed for all the recipients, and must wait in the orowd :

until their turn arrives. A fow cascs where there is no one

-} to send are the only exceptions. o

| A glance at these regulations will show the nature of the
system. Hverything is done in a orowd, and without house-

| to-house distribution. It iasaid that the numbers requiring

| relief render this unavoidable, and that the dost of a house-
to-house visitation would éntail too heavy an addition to the

staff of officers and too Isxge ‘an increase in therates, But itis

admitted that the house-to-houss system is the proper one,

and that much hardship is caused to womoen and weaker

men by the crowded distribution. The relief itself, when

the price of bread is considered, is from 6s, to 91. per week

per family; and is, perhaps, as much as a poblic  dole ocught

f to be. In Poplar Union, I understand the relief has |

| just been raised to 1s..10d. per head per week. It would |

‘not be right to make it too high for the sake of the
; poor ratepayers, who are themselves struggling on the verge
t of poverty. Biankets are alsoto be lent in cases of extreme
destitution. But, after all, this public dole is necessarily |
scanty, and only just sufficient to keep body and soul |
together. The poorest room can scarcely be had for less |
than 3s. 6d. a wesk, which absorbs all, or nearly all, the'
money allowance. The food:is dry bread, and scarcely |
enough to support the mam ot his work., Obtaining
the relief entails crowding, pushing, and the greatest pub-
lcity, The man can look out for no ofher work ; if he
' obtains & single day’s employmient elsswhere he forfeits the
' remainder of his week's allowanos, and oan get nothing
more till the next weekly meeting of- the guardians. -I do
kot write these parficulars complaining of the guardians, I
| believe they administer their aystem with zesl and diligence,
and with a sincers desire to do the best for $he people. But |
‘I do say that the system is necessarily and unavoidably a
system of hardship, and a system which presses with pe-
1 ouliar sevority oa the better clusa  of workmen and trades-
men, who, after long months of struggling, have exhaunated
their resources, and are now forced upon the rates. I cannot
agree with the Seoretary of the Poor Law Board when he
stated in Parlinment that *“ he hoped and expected that
thers would be no necemity for the organization of relief
committeesn,” R N

‘What is the opinion in the distriot itself ? I have asked:
| those who are best acquainted with the distress, apd most
| competent to give an opivion. Clergymen, émployers of
ubour, and tradesmen, all tell mo that Mr. Solater-Booth
| is mistaken, and that there is a necessity for supplementary
'| relief comimittess. ' They siy thas the best class of the des-
| titute will nof ancept paxish relief. They will rather starve:
than do so. - They are starving rather than do so ; and for
| the follawing reasons :— : o :

1. They ha¥® a strong fecling that to become a pauper is
| degrading.  Who can discourage suvh & feeling ? They say

that they wre pointed at and taunted by the lower olass fo
having come down to the sains level as themselves. :

. 2. They amert thas the ordeal of going wefore ths
guardians, saud of going .to the, overseers. for the. weekly
bread snd money,is not it for decent people.  I'asked the:
wile of & sisk man in reoeipt of. parjsh relief. for her expe- .
‘rlence, ¢ Well,” shé sald, * I'll #ell you Il ahout it.  First |
“Ihad¥o go to the Board’ on & Taesdsy, and stand smong »-
| 6rowd tb wait my dura Thare would be ore-or two hindred
| of them, pusfbing.and usltig :bad lsugdige: I s decent




band’s life did not depend upom the meat and wine, I
could not go there. It is the same thing when I go
every Friday for the provisions, bat then we get awsy
sooner becauss we are called alphabetically.” I next
asked a clergyman of another parish, ‘‘It is quite true,”
said he, ‘“‘I have seen our town.-hall crowded with 200
to 300, all waiting to get before the guardiaus. They are a
rough lot. The stronger push the weaker and the women
to the wall. A woman in my district only last week had
her breast injured by the elbow of a violent fellow, and it
has now suppurated. I have seen them waiting there all day
for their turm, and then to receive their allowances. It would
be evening before the last of them could get away.”

3. They say that the relief given prevents them from look-
ing for work, and that they would rather hold out and try
for employment. I visited a very respectable man,who had
been constantly employed in a large establishment now
bankrupt, and who has only had occasioval days’ work for
about 18 months. Nothing could exceed his destitution of
clothes, food, and every necessary of life. Why don’t you
apply for relisf ? ““Well, Sir,” he replied, “it would cut me
off from all chance of employment. The 3s. a weel would
only just pay my reat. The bread would scarcely support
myself and my children. I would rather starve and keep
the chance of getting work again,”

Look at the case of starvation at Bromley, in the Poplar
Upion, mentioned in a letter in y our columns this morning.
That is an extreme case, but a representativeone. Your
correspondent asks for contributions for that family ; but
heought to ask for contributions for hundreds of families
verging towards the sams conditien. The evidence at the
inquest showed that George Henry Pritchard had seen
better days, and that he died from the want of the neces--
garies of life, He wasfound by the Visiting Committee celd '
and dead on the floor, and his wife lying likea bundle of:
rags, all but dead, beside him. The Rev. Mr. Lance said
that the deoeased and his wife were very high-minded
people, and shrank from making their destitution known.
The deceased’s littls boy said that he had four little sisters ;
the family had long been without food ; for a long time past
they had nothing but half a loaf in the morning and
another at night to live on. They had no furaiture.
His mother had been ill for some weeks, She had
pawned her last skirt to get food. Can harrowing details
go further ; and can anything more be wanted to show the |
necessity for some systom.of relief im addition te that of the
Poor Law? -

4, Among the remedies suggested is emigration, which
formed oue chief object of the East-end Relief Committes
of last year. But emigration is toe costly to apply to the
thousands now starving, and c¢annot be put in practice
duriog the winter months, There is also the resource of
migration, that the workmen should seek employment in
other parts of the country. But how in their destitution §
are they to go? Where can they find the mouney for |
the journey ? What district, during the present depres-
sion of trade, can give them work? I am assured that the |
attempt has been made, and been unaucoessful ; and that it
is impossible for them to find work. There remains the
resource of private benevolence, invoked by the Relief Com-




| show them the great metropolis spread out in panorama be-

mittees, For such misery can we refuss itI " If liaat Lion-
dou were Kensington, or 8t. George’s, Hanover-square, or
Hampstead, where there are resident gentry, the distress
would at once be relieved by publio subscription. No squire
of a country parish would allow his poor to starve without
sending liberal aid from his ewn pooket. East London has
no resident gentry, they have all migrated to the West-end;
but is this a reason why wealthy Londoners should not do
the same ?

I should like to take your readers to the top of the
hills of Hampstoad, and on this bright, frosty morning to

fore them. To the right hand lie the mansions of Belgravia
and the West-end. To the loft, but connected by an un-
broken mass of buildings, are the multitudinous roofs of the
East London distriot, If we could look inside the houses
how different the condition of the inhabitants. In the west

"there are comfortable apartments, bright fires, warm and
‘beautiful clothing, laxurious food, bappy children. In the

f

east of the same cily are tens of thousands of bare

 rooms, without furniture, without warmth, witliout suf-

ficient olething, without necessary food, but with cold |
aud starving children. By the operation of our laws the 1
werlthy districts do not contribute to the poor-rates of the
destitute parishes. The West-end and the gity are not com-
pelled to pay one penny piece towards the out-door relief of
Stepney and Poplar. But ecan the West-ond and the ocity
refuse their voluntary aid? Will they fold their hands and:
ask, *‘ Am I my brother’s kesper ™ Wa heard a great deal |
last year about the “ Enthusiasm of Humanity.” There is
now an opportunily of putting it in practice. There is also | ]
an opportunity of putting in practice the duties of citizen.
ship. 'Wo are all parishioners of the great parish of the ! i
metropolis, and bound by every tie ef dnty and interest to ’
aid in relieving its distress.
¢ I am, your obedient urnnt, .
Hampstend, Deo. 11, R. DUDLEY BA‘(TER



